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28 DEC 19?7

Honorable Elmer B. Staats . S . : .
Comptroller General of the United States o 7 N
'General Accounting Office - LT e /&/‘?O
‘Washington, D.C,. 20548 s o

- Dear Mr. Staats: R R R i S P

v I have your recent letters rela.tma to oury prevz.ous corre...pon.dencc
‘on the subject of the handlmg of sensitive intelligence information. as well
2s your interest in further mforma.t;.on on. l and I have given these .
letters careful consxdera.tzon. - co B e e

.... 5 ;

, As 1 ha.ve i.ndicated in my previous letters, I fully appreciate your 25X1'-
nsibilities and, to the extent feasible, I have authorized cooperation - '
representatives of the General Accounting Office in an effort to assist '
in meeting these responsibilities. I believe I have made it clear,
ever, that I do not feel I can extend that cooperation to the point of -
luding highly sensitive intelligence information in compartmented . o
tegories. This is particularly true of additional documen’cary data ﬁn’c
continue to locate as.we searcn ouxr :Exles. . -

0

A.s you point out, we ha.ve provided a substantlal amount of T
irformation to your representatives on [ ] In addition, we have  °

: cooperated directly with a number of committees and members of Congress e
~{ <who have. an interest in this subject, This includes the Energy Subcommittees |
of the House Committees on Commerce and Interior, the Intelligence and. 25X1
Military A.pphca.t:.on of Nuclear Energy of the House Armed Services - - 5"
Commitiece, as well as several individual 1epresentat1ves, and the Fnerg'}r
Subcommittee of the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee. I underst and .
+hat additional committees or subcommitiees of the Congress are also ]
expressing a desire for access to information on this subject. . - = ..
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o In view of these recent developments, I have concluded L fuerthesr - E
" proliferation of sensitive intelligence information related to the A
- matter, except to the four committees of Congress specifically responsible . - -
- - for intelligence oversight, is not in the bes! interests of our national qecur:ttm :
;.7 - Therefore, in recognition of the statutory responsibility imposed vpon me, = - .
o o I would appreciate your forbearance a.nd u.nderstandmg of ’che n?ﬁd for the St

o restnctmns Iam 1mposmg. S R TS SR SR P
Co T T TR
Yours sincexely, °~ 7 -7

/5/ S'bansfield. Turner el
STANSFIELD TURNER L
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